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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

Welcome to EDU Medical, an innovative, 21st century medical programme stemming from the passion to train 
great health care professionals. 

 

Modern Medical programme 

Our unique and innovative medical degree programmes have been designed for the modern student. EDU offers 
students who want to pursue a career in healthcare the following consecutive degree programmes: 
 

§ 3-year, full-time Bachelor of Medicine (B.Med) 

§ 2.5-year, full-time Master of Medicine (M.Med) 
 
Accredited by the Malta Further & Higher Education Authority (MFHEA), EDU’s degree programmes enable 
students to study remotely via virtual classrooms, video conference lectures and interactive seminars via our 
digital campus and gain practical experience at various teaching hospitals.   
 
Our degree programmes focus on giving students hands-on clinical experience from the start. This is paired 
with 1-on-1 personalised support from tutors and mentors, and extensive theoretical study conducted in small 

groups using the latest digital technologies.  
 

Combining collaborative and self-directed learning with  
personal mentorship and a focus on practical clinical experience 

 

EDU is committed to: 

1. Putting students first and providing support to individual learners and teams along their learning 
paths 

2. Promoting learning by ensuring that the learning is anchored in practice   

3. Teaching learning as a skill and thereby investing in empowering students to become lifelong learners  

Student-centred 

As a digital academic institution, EDU is driven by its commitment to scale quality medical education where it 
is most needed. In doing so, EDU has adopted an innovative and forward-thinking didactic concept that does 
not simply transfer traditional education to the virtual space, but also leverages technology and developments 

in learning science to build a learner-centred educational environment that empowers students to achieve their 
full potential. 
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At EDU, the main objective of the student-centred approach is to empower learners to develop problem-solving 
autonomy and the ability to self-govern and self-direct their learning. We strive to create life-long learners by 
focusing on skills and practices that enable the students to independently lead and problem-solve.   
 
Moreover, EDU’s approach to digital learning is engineered to nurture human interaction by providing an online 
experience grounded on the pillars of problem-driven learning, learning in groups, peer feedback, and the 

proactive support of trained academic experts. This approach enables students to come together in teams to 
tackle challenges collectively, cultivating communication skills while teaching teamwork and quantitative 
reasoning. Students also engage in the learning community at large, enriching their skills and knowledge 
through feedback exchange with their peers.  
 

Patient-oriented 

EDU students benefit from small class sizes and supervised, high-quality patient-oriented clinical experiences 
at our partner teaching hospitals in order to provide better care to patients and to develop as    professionals 
with an extensive background in clinical experience.  

 

Across all subject areas, EDU is committed to developing students who are not just technically and functionally 
knowledgeable in their chosen fields, but who also possess adequate communication skills, present 
professionally, act effectively in interdisciplinary environments and overall possess the level of empathy 
necessary to succeed as a medical professional. These interpersonal skills are equally emphasised alongside 

technical skills during practical training from the very first year of the curriculum. Here students will engage 
with experts in their field and continuously receive constructive feedback through work-place based 
assessments, complementing online teaching with hands-on professional experience. 

 

  



 
 

  

 
© copyright EDU 
Villa Bighi · Chaplain‘s House 
Kalkara KKR 1320 · Republic of Malta 

E-MAIL           info@edu.edu.mt 
WEB              edu.edu.mt 

EDU M.Med Overview 
PAGE 5 of 22 
 

EDU and its academic programmes are licensed under the Maltese Education Act by the MFHEA under Licence Number 2018-10. EDU is 
operated by Digital Education Holdings Limited (DE), with registration no C 82123. DEH‘s Tax Registration Number is 998643308. 

 

2 PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE 
 

Title Master of Medicine (M.Med) 
Overall 

Programme 
Description 

The global shortage of health professionals is an ever-growing challenge, while traditional 
medical education remains difficult to scale. In many countries, practical training of medical 
students comes late and detached from theoretical tuition. EDU aspires to become the leading 
institution in the field of medical education, through improving practical training in a network of 
excellent, quality assured teaching hospitals, in combination with high quality online learning. 
The network of teaching hospitals working with EDU provides an ideal patient to studio ratio.  As 
students will be based in multiple teaching hospitals, this innovative concept is accompanied by 
sophisticated modern forms of distance learning, which have been shown to be highly effective, 
in forms such as “collaborative problem-oriented learning”. While high-quality clinical teaching 
will provide immediate practical experience for the students, the modern digital learning 
platform technology will encourage knowledge exchange through collaborative learning 
practices.  
  
EDU proposes a learning concept for students to significantly increase the quality of their medical 
education and to focus on closely monitored practical excellence, all guided by international 
experts from the field. EDU aims to provide an educational service that meets the complex needs 
of the modern health professional and will serve to attract and retain high-quality candidates 
globally to deliver evidence trained graduates that are grounded in clinical practices into the 
health labour market. 

ECTS 162 ECTS Points (of which 42 ECTS are credited to the Clinical Clerkship) 

EQF/MQF 
Level 

7 

Language Bilingual (English for class and language spoken in chosen teaching hospital) 
Programme 
Duration 

Two and half years, full time, including 24 weeks of clinical practice and a concluding clinical 
clerkship of 26 weeks  

Learning 
hours 

Total learning hours: 4.400, of which: 
Total contact hours: 948 
Self-study hours:  1,344 
Supervised placement and practice hours: 1,988 (of which 1,040 take place during the 
Clinical Clerkship) 
Assessment hours: 120 

Format Blended teaching model 
Theoretical learning takes place in EDU’s digital campus and clinical rotations at our partner 
hospitals. 

Entry 
Requirements 

EDU’s Master of Medicine is open to students aged 18 or older who have completed EDU’s 

Bachelor of Medicine successfully, or those who have: 

• Successfully completed a medical undergraduate degree at MQF Level 6 deemed 
equivaled to EDU’s Bachelor of Medicine. A placement test may be used.  

• Proficiency in the English Language at Level B2 
• Proficiency in the language spoken in the teaching hospitals at Level C1 
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• A clean police record 
EDU selects its students based on their potential to become competent medical professionals, 
focusing on cognitive and personal as well as interpersonal skills. The target group for the 
programme therefore comprises international students from Europe as well as outside of 
Europe.  
 
Currently, EDU’s M.Med programme is exclusively open to graduates of EDU’s B.Med programme.  

Accreditation Offered by EDU and accredited by the MFHEA 
 
The Medical Council of Malta is the competent authority for conferring the certificate of 
equivalence and conformity of the medical programme, amounting to automatic recognition of 
the degree within Europe. Presently, EDU is in discussions with the Medical Council for securing 
automatic recognition. You may consult with the Medical Council of Malta directly.  Read more 
here https://medical.edu.mt/accreditation/ 
 

Relationship 
to Occupation 

EDU students who have successfully completed their Master of Medicine course at EDU and have 
earned a Bachelor Degree in Human Medicine prior, can apply for approbation to work as Medical 
Doctor wherever this European degree according to 2005/36/EC as updated by 2013/55/EU or as 
in future is further updated, is recognised. It is then possible to begin a training position in a 
hospital, medical practices. Or, alternatively, can apply to a health authority, work in the 
pharmaceutical industry, work for aid organisations or in medical journalism or other fields of 
activity  open to students in the medical sector. For more information on this, you may contact 
admissions@medical.edu.mt. 
 

Fees For Academic Year 2022 fees are €19,500 per year 
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3 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
There are three 14-week modules in any academic year. The Master Thesis is written in Module T (Master thesis 

module), a module dedicated entirely to research, although a continuous, longitudinal preparation is implemented 
in the M.Med programme.  
  
The first two weeks of a module consist of an extensive introductory online learning phase. During the first two 

weeks the student can familiarize themselves with the subjects of the module and recall key concepts from previous 
modules. These two weeks are followed by four weeks of clinical rotation, which are followed by eight weeks of a 
collaborative online learning phase. During that phase, students work on clinical, biomedical and non-technical 
learning objectives. The modules adhere to the flipped classroom model, where students prepare and gather 

materials and knowledge during the rigorously structured clinical phase, laying the groundwork for the theoretical 
phase of each module where students can apply their knowledge by engaging with clinical experts. Through a close 
connection to experienced clinicians, EDU students have an opportunity to gain practical experience under close 
supervision. The clinicians at our teaching hospitals supervise students and provide valuable feedback according to 

professional feedback rules. Additionally, each student is assigned to a dedicated mentor with academic experience 
in order to reflect and work on the student’s individual journey throughout the entire course.  
  
 The theoretical phase is concludes with a High-Stake examination in Week 14 of each module. 
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4 LEARNING OUTCOMES OBTAINED AT THE END OF 
THE PROGRAMME 

The Master of Medicine offered by EDU is designed as a continuation of EDU’s Bachelor of Medicine. It is comprised 
of six modules, including a Master Thesis. The two-and-a-half-year programme concludes with a six-month Clinical 

Clerkship. 
 
During the M.Med programme students build on the knowledge  gained during the B.Med while delving deeper into 
the domains of medicine through the study of theoretical content, fostering the development of problem-solving 

and critical thinking skills with an emphasis placed on  clinical reasoning, decision-making and clinical management 
of patients.  
 

  
Curriculum Alignment 

 
 As frameworks for undergraduate medical education differ in aims and structure, it is  beneficial to incorporate 
aspects of multiple existing frameworks into the EDU curriculum. Therefore, the learning objectives of the 
individual modules have been supplemented and extended by the following learning objective catalogues: 
 

Swiss Catalogue of Learning Objectives for Undergraduate Medical Training - Switzerland 
United Kingdom Medical Licensing Assessment framework (UKMLA) 

Nationaler Kompetenzorientierter Lernzielkatalog Medizin - NKLM, Germany 
Tomorrows Doctor`s - GMC, UK 
The Scottish Doctor – Scotland 

The Austrian Competence Level Catalogue for medical skills 
Raamplan Aartsopleiding - the Netherlands 

 
All medical students must demonstrate the "Global Minimum Essential Requirements" as listed by the Institute 
for International Medical Education (IIME) Core Committee at the point of graduation. 
 
	

4.1 Learning Outcomes for Knowledge 

At the end of the overall course (Bachelor of Medicine & Master of Medicine) the learner will be able to:  

	

Scientific Foundation of Medicine 
a) Recognize the normal structure and function of the body as a complex of an adaptive biological system. 

b) Deal with abnormalities in body structure and function which occur in diseases. 

c) Deal with the normal and abnormal human behaviour. 
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d) Recognize important determinants and risk factors of health and illnesses and of interaction between man 

and his physical and social environment. 

e) Deal with molecular, cellular, biochemical and physiological mechanisms that maintain the body's 

homeostasis. 

f) Deal with the human life cycle and effects of growth, development, and aging upon the individual, family, 

and community. 

g) Deal with the aetiology and natural history of acute illnesses and chronic diseases. 

h) Deal with epidemiology, health economics, and health management. 

i) Deal with the principles of drug action and its use, and efficacy of various therapies. 

j) Manage relevant biochemical, pharmacological, surgical, psychological, social and other interventions in 

acute and chronic illness, in rehabilitation, and end-of-life care. 

 

Population Health and Health Systems 
a) Deal with Knowledge of important lifestyle, genetic, demographic, environmental, social, economic, 

psychological, and cultural determinants of health and illness of a population as a whole. 

b) Deal with Knowledge of their role and ability to take appropriate action in disease, injury and accident 

prevention and protecting, maintaining and promoting the health of individuals, families, and community. 

c) Be responsible for Knowledge of international health status, of global trends in morbidity and mortality of 

chronic diseases of social significance, the impact of migration, trade, and environmental factors on health 

and the role of international health organizations. 

d) Represent the acceptance of the roles and responsibilities of other health and health-related personnel in 

providing health care to individuals, populations, and communities. 

e) Understand the need for collective responsibility for health promoting interventions which requires 

partnerships with the population served, and a multidisciplinary approach including the health care 

professions as well as intersectoral collaboration 

f) Understand the basics of health systems including policies, organization, financing, cost-containment 

measures of rising health care costs, and principles of effective management of healthcare delivery. 

g) Understand the mechanisms that determine equity in access to health care, effectiveness, and quality of 

care. 

h) Monitor national, regional and local surveillance data as well as demography and epidemiology in health 

decisions. 

i) Demonstrate the willingness to accept leadership when needed and as appropriate in health issues. 
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4.2 Learning Outcomes for Skills 
At the end of the overall course (Bachelor of Medicine & Master of Medicine) the learner will be able to: 

 

Professional Values, Attitude, Behaviour, and Ethics 
a) Recognize essential elements of the medical profession, including moral and ethical principles and legal 

responsibilities underlying the profession 

b) Demonstrate professional values which include excellence, altruism, responsibility, compassion, empathy, 

accountability, honesty and integrity, and a commitment to scientific methods. 

c) Understand that each physician has an obligation to promote, protect, and enhance these elements for 

benefit of patient`s, the profession and society at large. 

d) Recognize that good medical practice depends on a mutual understanding and relationship between the 

doctor, the patient and the family with respect for patient's welfare, cultural diversity, beliefs, and 

autonomy. 

e) Apply the principles of moral reasoning and decision-making to conflicts within and between ethical, legal 

and professional issues including those raised by economic constraints, commercialization of health care, 

and scientific advances. 

f) Be responsible for self-regulation and a recognition of the need for continuous self-improvement with an 

awareness of personal limitations including limitations of one's medical knowledge. 

g) Create respect for colleagues and other healthcare professionals and the ability to foster a positive 

collaborative relationship with them. 

h) Recognize the moral obligation to provide end of life care, including palliation of symptoms. 

i) Ensure Recognition of ethical and medical issues in patient documentation, plagiarism, confidentiality, and 

ownership of intellectual property. 

j) Deal with the ability to effectively plan and efficiently manage one's own time and activities to cope with 

uncertainty, and the ability to adapt to change. 

k) Be responsible for the care of individual patients.  

Communication Skills 
a) Listen attentively to elicit and synthesize relevant information about all problems and understanding of 

their content. 

b) Apply communication skills to facilitate understanding of patients and their families and to enable them to 

undertake decisions as equal partners. 

c) Communicate effectively with colleagues, faculty, the community, other sectors and the media. 

d) Interact with other professionals involved in patient care through effective teamwork. 

e) Demonstrate basic skills and positive attitudes towards teaching others. 
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f) Demonstrate sensitivity to cultural and personal factors that improve interactions with patients and the 

community. 

g) Communicate effectively both orally and in writing. 

h) Create and maintain good medical records. 

i) Synthesize and present information appropriate to the needs of the audience and discuss achievable and 

acceptable plans of action that address issues of priority to the individual and community. 

Clinical Skills 
a) Take an appropriate history including social issues such as occupational health. 

b) Perform a physical and mental status examination. 

c) Apply basic diagnostic and technical procedures, to analyse and interpret findings, and to define the nature 

of a problem. 

d) Perform appropriate diagnostic and therapeutic strategies with the focus on life-saving procedures and 

applying principles of best evidence medicine. 

e) Exercise clinical judgment to establish diagnoses and therapies. 

f) Recognize immediate life-threatening conditions. 

g) Manage the common medical emergencies. 

h) Manage the patients in an effective, efficient and ethical manner including health and disease prevention. 

i) Evaluate health problems and advise the patients taking into account physical, psychological, social and 

cultural factors. 

j) Understand the appropriate utilization of human resources, diagnostic interventions, therapeutic modalities 

and healthcare facilities. 

Management of Information  
a) Search, collect, organize and interpret health and biomedical information from different databases and 

sources. 

b) Retrieve patient-specific information from a clinical data system. 

c) Use information and communication technology to assist in diagnostic, therapeutic and preventive 

measures, and for surveillance and monitoring health status. 

d) Understand the application and limitations of information technology. 

e) Maintain records of his/her practice for analysis and improvement. 

Critical Thinking and Research 
a) Demonstrate a critical approach, constructive scepticism, creativity and a research-oriented attitude in 

professional activities. 

b) Understand the power and limitations of the scientific thinking based on information obtained from 

different sources, in establishing the causation, treatment, and prevention of disease. 

c) Use personal judgments for analytical and critical problem solving and seek out information rather than to 

wait for it to be given. 
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d) Identify, formulate and solve patient`s' problems using scientific thinking and based on obtained and 

correlated information from different sources. 

e) Understand the roles of complexity, uncertainty, and probability in decisions in medical practice. 

f) Formulate hypotheses, collect and critically evaluate data, for the solution of problems. 

Learn to Learn Skills 

a) Elaborate on giving and receiving constructive feedback 

a) Explain main aspects of using medical English 

b) Discuss study skills 

c) Elaborate on personal skills 

d) Draw a picture on cornerstones of learning theory 

e) Define the term lifelong learning 

f) Describe how to work on personal development 

g) Describe how to work on professional development 

h) Contrast and compare different learning approaches 

i) Discuss different learning styles 

j) Elaborate on critical thinking and interpersonal skills 

k) Explain personal skills for body and mind 

l) List main principles of team-based care 

m) Discuss rudeness in health care 

n) Define the term "speaking up" in relation to patient safety in health care  

o) Discuss main leadership skills 
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5 CLINICAL ROTATION  

5.1 Clinical Teaching Time  
During the first two years of the Master programme, students will complete 12 weeks of clinical rotations per 
academic year, representing a total of 480 hours of clinical practice.  Each module contains a 4-week clinical rotation 

phase. During the Clinical Clerkship in Year 6, the students will complete 26 weeks of clinical practice accounting 
for a total of 1040 hours of learning. 
 

 

5.2 Clinical Curriculum 
The clinical curriculum at EDU is an array of meticulously crafted, purposely built syllabi that serve as a complement 
to the theoretical curriculum.   
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Clinical learning at EDU is structured in three consecutive and integrated steps, namely:  
  

Step 1: from Knowledge to Skills during the Bachelor of Medicine (B.Med) clinical rotations (CRs)  
Step 2: from Skills to Competencies during the Master of Medicine (M.Med) clinical rotations  

Step 3: from Competencies to Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) during the Masters of Medicine 
Clinical Clerkship (CC)  
 

 

  
 
For this purpose, EDU has developed three systematised catalogues to guide the clinical training during the clinical 

rotations: 
• Clinical Skills Catalogue  (Bachelor of Medicine clinical rotations) 
• Clinical Competency Catalogue (Master of Medicine clinical rotations) 
• EPA Catalogue (Clinical Clerkship) 

 
EDU’s Clinical Skills Catalogue (CSC), Clinical Competency Catalogue (CCC) and EPA Catalogue comply with the 

requirements of the Malta Quality Framework (MQF, which is by extension a reflection of the EQF (European Quality 
Framework). The referencing report of the Malta Quality Framework (2016) defines knowledge as the understanding 
of basic, factual, and theoretical information while skills as the application of acquired knowledge and 
understanding in different settings. Competencies can be defined as an observable ability of a health professional, 

integrating multiple components such as knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes.   
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As completion of the studies and entry into practice, EDU has defined 10 Core Entrustable Professional Activities 
(EPAs) for the students, comparable to the US Residency System in line within structed by the American Association 
of Medical Colleges (AAMC) 13 Core Entrustable Professional Activities for Entering Residency and CanMEDS 
frameworks. EDU’s EPAs are an adapted version of AAMC’s 13 Core Entrustable Professional Activities for Entering 

Residency.  
  
EPAs are an approach to Competency-Based Medical Education, which focuses on real clinical activities that are 
carried out in daily practice. The AAMC defines EPAs as units of professional practice, defined as tasks or 

responsibilities that trainees are entrusted to perform unsupervised once they have attained sufficient specific 
competence (at least entrustment level 3). EPAs are independently executable, observable, and measurable in their 
process and outcome, and, therefore, suitable for entrustment decisions.  
  
EPAs connect education and patient care by designing the activities to be performed by a physician into manageable 
practice units that can be observed, supervised, evaluated, and documented while students are in training. In the 
clinical workplace, students learn by participating in the care of patients as they gradually become autonomous 
members of such teams. Supervising clinicians make decisions about what work to entrust to students and with 

what degree of supervision to achieve safe patient care, while challenging them to master relevant clinical activities. 
As students’ progress, supervising clinicians entrust them with increasing responsibility for patient care until they 
can carry out patient care activities safely with minimal supervision.  
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6 ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 

6.1 Principles of Assessment  
‘Assessment’ means all forms of assessment that are used to award a mark and/or grade that contribute towards 
the award of any qualification of an Institution of Further and Higher Education. Assessments are intended to provide 

proof of acquired knowledge and skills for the admission into a profession, so essentially, they interfere with the 
freedom to choose an occupation. Performance requirements and assessment criteria therefore require a normative 
basis. In terms of content, the restrictions on professional advancement through examinations must not be 
unsuitable, unnecessary or unreasonable in terms of their nature and scope. Assessments should be objective, fair 

and lead to reliable and valid examination results.  
   
The assessments are intended to provide students, educators and other stakeholders with well-analysed and timely 
feedback during the online and clinical rotation phase. Assessments are a key part of teaching and learning at EDU 

and strive to promote the following goals:    

• Diagnose the strengths and weaknesses of the students to target specific needs,   

• Foster the learning process of the students and support self-regulated learning,   

• Monitor the progress of students and the rate at which they are progressing,   

• Measure and promote the quality of teaching and curriculum through feedback loops.   
   
EDU is committed to promoting best practice, consistency and rigor in assessment by ensuring numerous 

mechanisms to sustain the highest quality, based on the following principles:    

• Assessments are reliable, with clear and consistent processes for the setting, marking, grading and 
moderation of assignments.    

• Assessments are valid and effectively measures student attainment of the intended learning outcomes.    

• Assessments are inclusive and impartial, ensuring that tasks and procedures do not disadvantage any group 
or individual.    

• Assessment procedures are transparent, and the criteria and methods by which students’ work is judged 
has been made clear to students, staff and examiners.    

6.2 Mode of Assessment   
For all students of EDU's Faculty of Medicine and Health, it must be kept in mind that the impact of 

medical practice on human health justifies strict professional standards and even a surplus of training and 
assessment requirements for aspiring healthcare professionals. Therefore, assessments at EDU also provide a 
threshold to keep unsuitable applicants away from the medical profession, with a view to ensuring patient safety.    
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Each module includes a series of different assessments throughout both the theoretical and practical phases. Every 
theoretical phase must conclude with a high-stakes assessment, except for the elective and thesis modules. High-
stakes assessments cover the main learning objectives of its module and builds upon the prior knowledge set out 
in earlier modules. The overall module grade for each module is composed of the results of the high-stakes 

assessment, as well as all other graded/summative assessments.    
   
The method of assessment may include written supervised assessments, oral assessments, group assignments, 
short or long essays, bachelor or master theses, clinical or practical assessments including workplace-based 

assessments or Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCE’s), projects, portfolios, case studies/ diaries, 
reflections, logbooks, EPAs, continuous assessment of placement and any other method of assessment approved 
by the Assessment Committee.    
   
The type of assessment, assessment schedule and weighting for the module grade are described in the respective 
Module Outline and Calendar.    
   
All students at EDU are to be examined within the framework of regularly scheduled examinations by the same 

assessment method, unless there are valid reasons for an exception, which has previously been confirmed by the 
Assessment Committee. EDU’s Student Assessments Policy regulates assessments and should be consulted by all 
students.    

6.3 Assessment Scheme 
A total of 20 ECTS points is allocated to each successfully passed module. Pass criteria are regulated in the 

Assessment Policy.    
Results are published according to the following marks and grades in descending order of merit:   
  

Mark 
Range  Grade  

96 – 100%     A+  
90 – 95%     A  
86 – 89%  

  
   B+  

80 – 85%  
  

   B  

76 – 79%  
  

   C+  

70 – 75%  
  

   C  

66 – 69%  
  

   D+  

60 – 65%  
  

   D  

00 – 59%     F  
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For most modules of the M.Med (with the exception of the elective and thesis modules) the overall module grade 
distribution is constituted by student's performance in group assignments, the High-Stakes Proctored Online Test, 

active participation in synchronous sessions as well as the assessments during the clinical learning phase.   
   
A detailed requirements list of requirements for the passing and benchmarks for each respective assessement 
including the treatment of missed assessments, classes and substitutional tasks options can be found in the 

Assessment Policy and the Student Handbook made available to each student in written form, both individually and 
also on the shared platform. 

6.4 Assessment Methods 
EDU utilizes a combination of assessment types in order to assess a wide range of domains which are essential for 
sculpting wholistic, well-rounded clinicians. Therefore, a combination of summative and formative assessments are 

employed, which take place across the theoretical and clinical phases of learning which aim to not only ensure 
quality, but provide feedback into the teaching, learning and curriculum of EDU as well as personalized learning to 
students to aid student’s self-regulated learning processes.  
 

The primary assessment methods are: 
1. The Group assignments are conducted in the e-learning environment in the virtual classroom via a 

problem-based or case-based learning method. The number of Group Assignments in the module is 4, and 
they are equally weighted towards the overall Group Assignment percentage grade.  

 
2. The High-Stakes proctored online test is conducted virtually via an online proctoring tool proctored by 

the mentors in real time.   

 
3. The active participation is assessed in the e-learning environment in the virtual classroom run through 

the flipped classroom model during all synchronous sessions, as regulated in the Assessment Policy. 
 

4. Clinical assessment is intended to be conducted during clinical placements via Objective Structured 
Clinical Examinations (OSCEs). Routinely, students will be assessed in the M.Med across 12 stations. For 
formative OSCEs, attendance is the primary requirement to progress through the form of assessment.  

 

5. Clinical competency learning is assessed by the Portfolio, which includes three interconnected elements, 
namely the Competencies Catalogue, the Self-reflection and the Case Diary.  

 
Additional assessments methods may be employed as described in the Assessment Policy.  
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7 APPENDIX 1: M.MED MODULE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
The Master of Medicine (M.Med) serves as a direct continuation of EDU’s Bachelor programme, helping students to 

apply their knowledge and develop their clinical decision-making skills. The M.Med is divided into six modules, 
designed to equip students with the knowledge to assess, diagnose and manage patients presenting with a range 
of common and important symptoms, signs or test results (Problems as Starting Points, or PaSPs) that a junior 
doctor can expect to be confronted with.   

 
The first four modules (A-D) provide an in-depth study of these PaSPs and how they correlate to various medical 
conditions or situations (Clinical Pictures), as informed by the United Kingdom Medical Licensing Assessment and 
the Swiss Catalogue of Learning Objectives for Undergraduate Medical Training. Exploring these PaSPs triggers 

development of clinical decision making and the generation of differential diagnoses. Students will also gain a 
deeper understanding of patient management, with due consideration of disease complications and prognostic 
factors. Throughout this process, life-threatening problems, as well as acute and chronic clinical pictures will 
alternate, exposing students to vastly different decision-making regimes. Sound knowledge and application of 

diagnostic methods, procedures and pharmacology will be developed. Clinical practice is brought to the forefront, 
providing the environment to experience these clinical pictures and to collect cases to be later embedded by tutors 
into the case-based learning process. A full list of all examinable clinical pictures will be made available to ensure 
students are always able to clarify which conditions they are expected to learn about at any given point in the 

curriculum.  
 
Students then progress to further modules (T and E) which explore research skills as well as elective placements 
and a prolonged clinical clerkship. By the end of the M.Med degree, students are able to bring together all they have 

learned across the domains of clinical assessment, diagnosis, prevention, treatment and follow-up in order to deliver 
comprehensive and patient-centred management plans within the scope of clinical practice of a competent junior 
doctor.  
  

Module A: Dying, Drugs and Diagnostics  

Dying, Drugs and Diagnostics (DDD) explores problems that can require thorough investigation or supportive care, 

as well as introducing pharmacology and professionalism. Students are introduced to over fifteen initial PaSPs, 
including “weight loss,” “fever” and “lymphadenopathy,” drawing students into the domains of oncology, infectious 
diseases and palliative care. Clinical pictures for this module often follow non-specific or insidious presentations, 
including “leukaemia,” “pancreatic cancer” and “malaria.” This module also introduces a range of drug categories 

as informed by both the British National Formulary (BNF) and the United States Pharmacopeia (USP), exploring 
relevant clinical pharmacology in order to allow safe prescribing in an appropriately supervised setting. Several 
professionalism sessions are also delivered in accordance with the CanMEDS framework, including the creation and 
maintenance of a portfolio of clinical learning.  
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Module B: The Life Cycle and Organ Systems  

The Life Cycle and Organ Systems (LCOS) prompts students to explore problems that tend to affect pregnancy, 
childbirth and childhood, as well as various issues affecting patients at all stages of life. Students are introduced to 
additional PaSPs including “infant feeding problems,” “complications of labour,” “chest pain,” and “shortness of 
breath,” directing them towards the fields of obstetrics and gynaecology, paediatrics, cardiology, respiratory 

medicine and gastroenterology. Clinical pictures for this module are broad and far-ranging, with a focus on 
developing a holistic approach to patient care regardless of their age group or whichever organ systems are affected. 
Examples include “gestational diabetes,” “asthma,” and “hypertension.”  
  

Module C: Community Care and Metabolism  

Community Care and Metabolism (CCM) triggers a transition towards problems that tend to be managed outside 

the inpatient setting. It invites students to explore the multitude of issues that affect patients in local communities, 
reflecting much of the pressure placed on modern healthcare systems. Students are introduced to additional PaSPs 
including “wellbeing checks,” “addiction,” “pruritis,” “vaginal discharge” and “nipple discharge,” directing them 
towards the fields of general practice, geriatrics, mental health, dermatology, sexual health and endocrinology. 

Clinical pictures for this module are highly varied, but with a general lean towards chronic conditions and metabolic 
or hormonal disorders. Examples include “personality disorder,” “chlamydia” and “pituitary tumours.”   
  

Module D: Emergencies and Surgeries  

Emergencies and Surgeries (E&S) shifts the focus onto problems that often require immediate attention or surgical 
intervention. It challenges students to put their acute skills to the test by formulating an approach to true medical 

emergencies, and to consider the importance of surgery in specified patient cases. Students are introduced to 
additional PaSPs including “acute abdominal pain,” “eye trauma,” “seizures,” “swallowing problems” and “oliguria,” 
directing them towards the fields of acute, emergency and perioperative medicine, orthopaedics, neurology, 
ophthalmology, otorhinolaryngology and urology. Clinical pictures for this module are typically seen in acute 

environments, although many carry long-term issues for patients that must also be considered. Examples include 
“cardiac arrest,” “acute pancreatitis” and “lower limb fractures.”  
  

Module T: Master Thesis  

The written and evaluated master thesis represents the final stage of the Master’s degree.  The master thesis shows 
in written form that the student has gained the necessary skills and knowledge to propose, plan and conduct a 

research project. In order to achieve this competence, the student will have to identify a medical problem and phrase 
a precise research question. Furthermore, structured preliminary literature research will have to be conducted and 
presented to the peer group and respective tutors as well as a study design and suitable research methods. Students 
must learn how to perform a power analysis and to decide which statistical test might be fit for answering their 

research question. Furthermore, students must deal with the basic cornerstones of academic writing. This module 
thus serves as an important starting point for the conception and preparation of the master thesis leading to the 
graduation of the respective student.  
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After completing the Master Thesis module, the student now has one academic year to complete and write the 
Master Thesis planned during Module 12. At the end of the final module, candidates can either write a master's 
thesis that is 40 - 60 pages long that will be graded or alternatively publish an article in a peer reviewed journal.  
  

Module E: Electives and Clinical Clerkship  

At the end of their studies, students have the possibility of choosing a personal field of interest in which they would 

like to gain a much deeper insight. Within this module, students can spend a four-week internship within for instance 
a health-care organization, a medical department in a hospital outside EDU´s network of teaching hospitals, in a 
teaching hospital belonging to EDU`s network, in a pharmaceutical company or within a governmental or non-
governmental organization.   
  
The following fields of application, amongst others, would be conceivable:   

• Regulatory Affairs  

• Medical Management and Change Management  

• Public health  

• Medicine in developing countries  

• Molecular Medicine  

• Experimental Medicine  

• Healthcare Medicine  

• Sports medicine   

• Nutritional medicine  

• Others  
  
Due to the fact that the "option track" can be individual and unique for each student, students will have to write 

their own learning objectives following the SMART criteria and the Taxonomy of Bloom within an individually written 
essay which they have to deliver after having completed the four-week lasting internship and elaborate on the 
observations they made in terms of the CanMEDS framework. 
  
To conclude the studies the student will attend a 6-month long Clinical Clerkship to recap all clinical skills and 
competencies and practice uninterrupted for an extended period before graduating from the programme.  
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